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Put the title  Why did the Population Grow? into your exercise book.
Study the information on the webpage, then:

Task One: 
1.
Putting it at its very simplest, the population grows when more people are born than die – in historians’ terms, when the Birth Rate exceeds the Death Rate.


Print off and cut up worksheet D5.

Read the eleven suggested causes and discuss as a whole class how each factor caused the population to rise.

2.
Working with a partner or in a small group:

a. 
Split the suggested causes into two groups — those that acted by increasing the birth rate, and those that acted by decreasing the death rate.  (Note that, numerically, the fall in death rate had by far the greatest effect on the population in the eighteenth century.)

b. 
Put the suggested causes in chronological order.

c. 
Put the suggested causes into order of importance (your own opinion).  Are there any that had little or no importance in relation to the rising population (clue: e.g. look at the dates)

Task Two:
1.
Working individually, make notes on the causes of the growth of population under two headings: 

· 'Factors Which Caused the Birth Rate to Increase' and 

· 'Factors Which Caused the Death Rate to Fall' 


(Omit factors rejected in the discussion of point 2c above)
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Changes in farming in the 18th
century helped farmers to
produce more food — notably
milk, cheese and vegetables.

7  Personal Hygiene
After 1750, soap became easily
available and was cheaper.

2 Changes in Fashion
After 1750, people started to
wear cotton, instead of woollen,
underwear. Cotton was easier
to wash.

8  Cultural Changes

At the start of the 18th century,
there was a craze for gin

drinking. This died out after the
government began to tax gin in
1751. Gin can cause miscarriages
and can damage unborn babies.

3 Climate Changes

After 1780, the weather began
to get warmer, which helped
the farmers.

9  Environmental Changes
At the start of the 18th century,
many marshes were drained; this
killed the mosquitoes, so fewer
people got malaria.

4  Medical Changes

In the 18th century there were
improvements in midwifery and
the care of pregnant women.

10 Government Action

The Public Health Acts in 1848
and 1875 improved housing and
public health in towns.

5 Vaccination
Vaccination was discovered in
1796. People who were
vaccinated against smallpox
were immune to the disease.

11 Factories

After 1780, more children were
employed in factories. Children
were useful because they earned
a wage.

6 Behavioural Changes
After 1700 people married
earlier, and fewer people stayed
unmarried.
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