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Put the title  The American Revolution in your exercise book.
Study the information on the webpage, then:

Task One: 
1.
Working with a partner or in a small group:

· discuss why the war is sometimes called the ‘War of American Independence’, and sometimes ‘the American Revolution’.
· discuss how Source 1 and Source 2 differ in their explanation of the reasons for the war.
· learn the first paragraph of the Declaration of Independence by heart.

Task Two: 
1.

Study Source 3 – the events of the war.  List them in chronological order (i.e. by date).  If you wish, print off and cut worksheet E4 into cards to help you do this.

2.
Working as a whole class, in small groups or as an individual, use worksheet E5 to draw a ‘living graph’ of the course of the war:  
· 
At Lexington, at the start of the war, the issue was 50/50 (hence the dot).  Ticonderoga was an advance for the Americans, so the line goes up one level.  What was Bunker Hill? Go through all the events, deciding if it was a set-back, an advance, or 'no change' on the previous situation for the Americans, drawing the line down 10, up 10 (or more), or straight along … ending of course with Yorktown at 100.

3.
What would you say was the ‘turning point’ of the war?  Why?

Task Three: 
1.

Working with a partner or in a small group, use Source 3 (or worksheet E4) to study the events of the war, seeing if you can find any clues in the descriptions of the incidents which explain why Britain lost.

2.
Study Sources 4-8.  Each source suggests at least one reason why the British lost the war – what reason does it suggest?  

· 
Give each source a suitable title.

· 
Can you see in the sources any evidence of ideas you have already thought of?  Which are the completely new ideas?
· 
For each source, talk about HOW this might have helped America to win the war.

3.
Make a list of: ‘Reasons the British Lost the War’, writing a short explanatory note under each idea as to how it helped America to win the war.
ANSWERS TO THE QUESTIONS
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[image: image2.png]19 April 1775 Lexington
American forces blocked the way to a
Briish ammunition store The Americans
said the British fired first, the British
blamed the Americans

Jan - Feb 1778 Valley Forge
Von Steuben, a Prussian General,
trained the American army. He reduced
his orders to 10 simple commands. He
could only speak German, so he asked
Interpreters to ‘swear at them in
English’

10 May 1775 Ticonderoga

A band of American outlaws called the
‘Green Mountain Boys' captured the
fort The British soldiers who were
defending it were asleep.

6 Feb 1778 Atlantic Ocean
The French joined the war on the
Americans’ side The French navy
attacked British ships. After 1780,
Spain and Holland also helped the
Americans.

17 June 1775 Bunker Hill
The British captured a hill near Boston,
but with great losses.

12 May 1780 Charleston
Fighting n the southern
the British captured Charleston.

states,

28 Oct 1776 White Plains 7 Oct 1780 King’s Mountain
The British defeated George American ‘mountain men’ waged a
Washington. guerilla war against the British.

26 Dec 1776 Trenton 17 Jan 1781 Cowpens

In a last-ditch gamble, his men freezing
and starving, Washington crossed the
River Delaware, took the British by
surprise and captured Trenton.

‘Butcher’ Tarleton, a British general,
had let his men kill fleeing Americans.
This time the Americans pretended to
run away and lured him into a trap.

27 Sept 1777  Philadelphia
Willam Howe, a British general,
captured Philadelphia He then failed,
however, to march north to help
General Burgoyne, as ordered

19 Oct 1781 Yorktown

Lord Cornwallis, the British commander
in America, surrendered. The British
navy had been prevented from helping
the British troops by the French navy
The British soldiers were ‘feeble’ and
'disorderly’. Many were drunk

17 Oct 1777 Saratoga

John Burgoyne, a British general who
was marching south, was forced to
surrender when the British army he
expected to meet did not turn up. Britain
lost control of the northern states.
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