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Put the title  Clive In India in your exercise book.
Read the information on the webpage, then:

Task One: 
1.
The phrase ‘hero to zero’ became popular in the 1990s.  One famous example was the American road racing cyclist Lance Armstrong, idolised for winning the Tour de France seven times … until he was disqualified in a huge doping scandal.  


Working in a small group, think of some other examples of people who were popular, but whose reputations then took a nosedive.

2.
Working alone, make notes on the key stages of Clive’s career.


Show your list to an adult, or compare it with the lists of your partner or group; have you captured the important stages-that-matter? 
3.
Use your list to write ‘The Story of Clive – as told by Unstead’, in 200 words, then 100 words, and finally 50 words.
Task Two: 
1.
Read Sources 2-4 on the webpage.  Us the Sources and your wider knowledge to complete the following table, for and against Clive:
	Arguments which could be made to suggest Clive was a hero…
	On the other hand…

	
	

	
	

	
	


2.
Consider Source 5 and discuss as a whole class:

Alice Proctor has no right to accuse one of the heroes of British history.

What words would you have graffitied onto the painting.


There is a statue to Robert Clive in Westminster, London, just outside the Churchill War Rooms; the town of Shrewsbury, on the other hand, has taken down its statue of Clive.  Which is right?
3.
You will have noticed that many of the writers debunking the myth of Clive are Indian.  Using Source 1, tell again ‘The Story of Clive’ in 200 words … but this time interpreting the story through the eyes of an Indian historian.

Discuss with a friend the differences between your two ‘Stories of Clive’.


The myth of the Black Hole of Calcutta was debunked by the scholar J.H.Little in 1915 – half a century before Unstead wrote Great People of Modern Times.  Why, when he knew full well that the story was not true, do you think Unstead might have decided still to include the story in his history of Clive?
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