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Put the title  Henry VIII’s Wives in your exercise book.
Read the information on the webpage.

Task One

1.
Working in a small group or as a whole class, read and discuss the cartoon story.
2.
Do the worksheet ‘Henry VIII’s Other Wives’ to help embed your knowledge.
Look back over your notes on ‘Katherine’s Story’, so that you refresh your memory and are familiar with the stories of ALL Henry’s wives:
Task Two
1.
Working with a partner or in a small group, discuss Henry’s wives.  For all the following questions, don’t forget to EXPLAIN your answer
· Who is your favourite wife?  Why?
· Who do you think would have been the most fun to be with?

· Who in your opinion was the prettiest?  Who was the sexiest?
· Who would have been easiest to live with?  Who would have been hardest to live with?
· Who, in your opinion was the ‘best’ wife?

Task Three
1.
STOP!!  You are doing all this from your point of view!  When I ask pupils today who they want to marry, they say things like ‘good personality’, ‘good sense of humour’, ‘good looking’ – but these are OUR criteria for what makes a good wife.  

What if the criteria for ‘a good wife’ were different in Tudor times – they probably were.  Which means that all your answers to Task Two are ‘anachronistic’ – ‘out of time’.

2.
Working as a whole class, go through all six wives, discussing why Henry married them.  

Use your ideas to make a list of: ‘What Henry was looking for in a wife’.
· Choose the five most important, and list them in rank order, with the most important at the top, in the column ‘Henry’s criteria for what makes a good wife’, in the following scoring grid:
	Henry’s criteria for what makes a good wife
	
	KofA
	A B
	J S
	AofC
	C H
	C P

	1. 
	Score out of 5
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2. 
	Score out of 4
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3. 
	Score out of 3
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4. 
	Score out of 2
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5. 
	Score out of 1
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	TOTAL
	
	
	
	
	
	


· Who comes out of this exercise as Henry’s ‘top wife’?

3.
Afterwards, discuss these ideas:

· Personally, I would have put ‘Having a son’ as Henry’s absolute top criterion for ‘what makes a good wife’, and I think he would have given that criterion a mark out of ten, twenty, even a hundred!  Do you agree – is there any evidence to support this idea?  Redo the scoring grid giving ‘Having a son’ a mark out of 20.  Who wins now?  Does this explain why Henry asked to be buried with Jane Seymour?
· How has this study affected your developing view of Henry VIII?
Henry VIII’s Other Wives
Answer the following questions.  

Remember, when answering questions always: 

· write out the question; 

· underline it; 

· answer it; 

· leave one line blank before starting on the next question. 

2
Anne Boleyn 

a.
How did Henry react when Elizabeth was born? 

b.
What did Henry do when Anne started to shout at him? 

c.
What did Henry tell Cromwell to do when Anne could not give him a son? 

d.
Did Henry see Anne die? What did he do during the execution?

3 
Jane Seymour 

a.
What did Henry say about Jane? 

b.
What, according to the rumours, did Henry tell the doctors to do when Jane could not give birth to her baby? 

4 
Anna of Cleves 

a.
Why did Henry marry Anna? 

b.
Why didn't Henry like Anna? What did he do? 

c.
What happened to Thomas Cromwell? 

5 
Catherine Howard 

a.
Why did Henry marry Catherine Howard? 

b.
What did Henry do when he found out that Catherine had been having affairs with other men? 

6 
Catherine Parr 

a.
Why did Henry marry Catherine?

b.
When did Henry die? 

c.
What did the French ambassador say about Henry?
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