[image: image1.jpg]Key Stage 3 History at www.johndclare.net





Put the title  Good Knight – Bad Knight in your exercise book.
Study the information on the webpage; review also the information on the webpage: ‘When a Knight Won his Spurs’.

Task One

1.
Working with a partner or in a small group, consider the following words:

does not steal        gory        gentle        dirty        vicious        faithful

brave        bloody        fearful        humble        heroic        loving

painful         generous        caring        bold        modest        barbaric.


Which of these words seems more appropriate to the webpage ‘When a Knight Won his Spurs’, and which to the webpage ‘Good Knight?’
· Find the evidence in the sources which justifies your decision.

Task Two
1.
Working with a partner or in a small group, study the sources and make a list of 'the bad things knights sometimes did'.
2.
Look back at your list of words and phrases describing the qualities of a perfect knight.  From the sources on the webpage ‘Good Knight?’, find examples of behaviour which contradict the qualities a knight was expected to show.
Task Three
1.
Working as a whole class, discuss and make suggestions WHY there was such a difference.  

2.
Discuss the following suggestions.  As you accept/reject them as ideas, try to use evidence as well as arguments/opinions in your discussion:

· Knights tried to be good but fell into atrocities in the heat of war.
· Some knights were good, some knights were bad.

· The medieval concept of chivalry included incredibly cruelty without any feeling of inconsistency – they simply thought differently to us.

· The contrast arose because the knight had a dual role: he was expected to be a soldier, but he was also expected to be a civilised member of society.
· Others ideas of your own….

3.
Watch the Not the Nine O’Clock News sketch ‘Constable Savage’ (a satirical sketch about institutional racism in the police force in the 1980s): in the sketch a senior officer tries to deal with a constable who is clearly a racist bigot … but who is unable to understand that he is doing anything wrong.

Write a similar sketch, where Honoré Bouvet (who believed in chivalry: Source 5) talks about how to behave with Bertrand de Born (who enjoyed cruelty and slaughter: Source 2).  You can make it as funny or as serious as you like. 
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