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Put the title Magna Carta in your exercise book.
§1  -  Human Rights
Task One

Working with a partner or in a small group:

1.
Make a list of all the things you regard as ‘yours by right’.   Share your ideas with others.
2.
Compare your list with the seven main human rights that UK children have by law.
3.
You may also wish to google and find out about the UN Declaration of Human Rights (1948).
§2  -  Magna Carta
Task Two
Working with a partner or in a small group, study Source 2:

1.
Magna Carta is supposed to be this great turning point in our human rights – the beginning of our freedom and democracy… and yet most people when they read it are terribly disappointed with what it actually said.  


Read the ten main promises in the Magna Carta and discuss:

· Why are they so disappointing (suggest a number of points)?

· Are there any which genuinely declare the rights of people, and are not just there for the benefit of the barons?

· Are there ANY that still apply today?  

§3  -  A Diktat
Task Three
Working with a partner or in a small group, study the Introduction and Source 1:

1.
The reason that Magna Carta is so disappointing is that it was never meant to be a declaration of human rights.  It was a diktat imposed upon a defeated king by barons who wanted him to stop doing the things which had been angering them.


Look at Source 2 again.  Can you work out from the list TEN things that had been making the barons angry?

2.
Study Source 1 carefully.  
· Make a list of all the ways that the artist creates an atmosphere of disaster and defeat.
· For each way, explain how it creates that atmosphere.


Suggest reasons why this painting is in the Houses of Parliament.

3. 
Turn the Text in the Introduction into a timeline.
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