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Put the title Peasant Fun in your exercise book.
§1  -  Extraction from a Source
Study the picture of the peasants' wedding feast by Maerten van Cleve (Source 1).  

Give each student a different letter of the alphabet.

Task One

1.
Working on their own, each student makes a list of everything they can see in the picture beginning with ‘their’ letter. 
2.
Next, working as a whole class, students share their findings, discussing:

· For everything they have noticed, what it suggests about peasant ‘fun’ was in those days.

· What impression, overall, does it give of peasants’ life in those days?
* * *

§2  -  Comparison and evaluation of the Source
Read the section ‘Debate’ and look at Sources 2a-j.  

Task Two
1.
Working as a whole class discuss the idea that Source 1 is an unreliable source.  What arguments would you make if you wanted to prove that the painting is utterly useless to tell historians anything whatsoever about peasant fun in 12th century Middridge!

2.
Still working as a whole class, study Sources 2a-j in turn, for each discussing:
· What is happening in the picture.

· What the peasants might have found ‘fun’ about it.

2.
Still working as a whole class, discuss:

· Which of the activities a-j would be banned/frowned upon today, even of we wanted to have that kind of fun?

· Are there any ways the medieval peasants had fun which have survived into our own time?

· In what ways were the medieval peasant’s pleasures different from ours today?

· Why were the medieval peasant’s pleasures so different from ours today?

* * *

§3  -  Presentation of Findings
Task Three
1.
Working alone, produce a ‘Games Book’ for medieval scout leaders, explaining ‘good games to play’ in words and pictures.  


(In real life, of course, there were no scout groups in the Middle Ages and most villeins would have been able to read the book anyway – so this is just a conceit to allow an interesting piece of work.) 
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