	G
	· Adjectives and adverbs
· Personal feelings

	F
	· Complex sentences with higher connectives

· Paragraphs

	E
	· Characteristics (‘what kind of’, not just ‘what’)

· Rhetorical devices

	D
	· Logically-sequenced paragraphs, marking changes in viewpoint

· Describes in detail
· Language interests reader

	C
	· Discourse markers
· Anecdote in context



Writing to Describe





Sentences


Short sentences create impact/ long sentences carry detail; 


Subordinate clauses/ complex sentences;


Connectives – and, but, then … so … because, which, although;


Range of punctuation: .,?!:;()“” 


Mainly third person (he, she, it), but bring in first (I, we) and second (you, your);


Mainly past tense but occasionally uses other tenses for effect;


Sentence fragments build tension.








Order and kind of Adjectives:


Opinion Size Age Shape Colour Origin Material Purpose NOUN;


attractive, small, 1930s, oval, brown, English oak dining table.








Adverbs


modify the verb (e.g. hit hard, eat greedily)





Rhetorical devices (tricks)


Tricolon (three similar ideas, one after the other);


Rhetorical question (point made, asked as a question, but not expecting an answer);


Inclusive pronoun (‘we’, to identify with reader);


Contrasting pair (sets up silly idea to knock it down: ‘So you think you want to be good?  I say naughty is nice.’);


Hyperbole (exaggeration).








Paragraphs 


an establishing paragraph sets the scene;


topic sentences establish the focus of each paragraph;


discourse markers link the paragraphs together;


each paragraph develops a different viewpoint, e.g. of a particular group of people or an incident / pan / zoom;


include one short single-sentence paragraph.





Descriptive writing strategies: 


Sensory detail (see, hear, smell, taste, touch/feel);


detail on weather, time of day, season, etc; 


description of colour and light.





Language


'Lists' of details, separated by commas; 


Adjectives and adverbs;


Similes (like…/ ‘as…as…’);


Metaphor (describing one thing as another, e.g. ‘The castle stood on the hill, a rugged soldier looking down on the town’.);


Personification (giving a thing human actions or feelings, e.g. ‘The castle stood on the hill, a rugged soldier looking down on the town’.);


Onomatopoeia (‘plop’);


Alliteration (‘slimy snake’);


Mainly formal register, but occasional colloquialism for impact.





Discourse markers:


Words and phrases which guide the reader though the ideas – e.g. firstly, secondly, additionally, finally, conversely, however, on the other hand, whereas.








Anecdotes


Short personal stories/memories.





White West-Indian sands gently swished by azure seas, with coconut trees guarding the shore?  Sunny Spanish tourist traps full of beach balls, bikinis, bacardis and oily suntanned bodies?  


Or a busy Blackpool beach crowded with brightly-coloured beach towels, buckets and spades, deckchairs, reeking fish-and-chip papers and squabbling families shivering in a chill wind?  None of these ‘do it’ for me!   My greatest joy is a deserted length of Northumberland sand stretching seductively from Holy Island to Bamburgh.








