The Reign of Nero – a timeline

	ad54
	· Nero becomes princeps: ‘Quinquennium Neronis’ begins
· Murder of Junius Silanus, death of Narcissus

· Parthian War

	55
	· Nero is consul

· Fall of Pallas, murder of Britannicus

· Nero and Acte; Agrippina loses influence

	56
	· Nero’s debauchery around the town
· The Senate tries to pass a law giving masters the right to revoke the freedom of their freedmen, but it is rejected by Nero
· Lawyers fees limited, and a cap placed on fines and bail; corrupt officials arrested
· Control of state finances moved from the quaestors to the prefects

	57
	· Nero is Consul

· New amphitheatre is built in the Campus Martius
· Huge congiarium to the people of Rome
· The Senate passes a law: when slaves in a household rebel, all the freedmen of that house must die with them

	58
	· Nero is Consul
· Nero falls in love with Poppaea Sabina

· Nero frequents the Mulvian Bridge

· Nero reduced indirect taxes; grain ships not taxed at all

	59
	· Agrippina is murdered
· Juvenalia games – Nero’s first performances as a kithera-player and charioteer; he forms a fan-club called the ‘Augustiani’

	60
	· Nero is Consul

· Conquest of Armenia
· Neronia games

· Rubellius Plautus exiled

	61
	· Bouddica’s revolt
· The Senate passes a law: when one slave commits a crime, all the slaves in the household must be punished.

	62
	· The maiestas law is re-instated
· Death of Burrus, Seneca is accused and begs to retire

· Tigellinus in command of the Praetorian Guard

· Divorce, then exile and execution of Octavia; Nero marries Poppaea

· Parthian war renewed

	63
	· Nero’s baby daughter born, but dies soon after

	64
	· Nero performs in Naples
· Great Fire of Rome; huge relief effort, Christians executed

· Work begins on Domus Aureus, leading to accusations that Nero started the fire.
· Coinage devalued by 2% (aureus) and 8% (denarius) to pay for the huge expenditure

	65
	· Pisonian Conspiracy to restore the Republic
· Seneca’s suicide, death of Poppaea

	66
	· Thrasea Paetus is put on trial and commits suicide

· Nero marries Statilia Messalina

· Tiridates of Armenia pays homage to Nero in Rome

· Revolt in Judaea (Vespasian destroys the Temple in Jerusalem, ad70)

	67
	· Nero takes part in the Panhellenic Games, winning 1808 prizes
· Isthmus Canal begun

· Nero frees Greece from taxes and grants self-administration

	68
	· Vindex Revolt in Gaul (eventually crushed by Verginius Rufus)
· Galba is proclaimed emperor in Spain; the Senate declares him emperor

· Nero commits suicide, saying: ‘Qualis artifax pereo’


