Agrippina in the reign of Claudius
Tacitus

	ad48
	12.1-3
	· Agrippina was Pallas’s choice as wife/ Agrippina gains his affection; Claudius is persuaded.

	ad49
	12.5
	· Agrippina has sexual relations with Claudius.

	
	12.7
	· Vitellius persuades the Senate, who ask Claudius to marry Agrippina: 
· ‘From this point on, the state was changed completely, and everything was subject to the control of a woman … enslaved by a controlling and almost masculine dominance’.

	
	12.8
	· Marriage of Claudius and Agrippina; Silanus commits suicide.

· Agrippina recalls Seneca to become Nero’s tutor.

	
	12.9
	· Pollio persades the Senate, who ask Claudius to betroth Nero to Octavia; Agrippina is helped by those [freedmen] who had accused Messalina.

	
	12.22
	· Agrippina connives the execution of Lollia Paulina and the exile of Calpurnia.

	ad50
	12.25
	· Pallas (who is now committing adultery with Agrippina) engineers the adoption of Nero by Claudius.

	
	12.26
	· Agrippina is granted the title of Augusta; she makes insincere attempts to ‘play the step-mother’ to Britannicus, whom she is actually depriving of support bit-by-bit.

	
	12.27
	· Agrippina founds Cologne.

	
	12.37
	· Caractacus pays homage to Agrippina as well as Claudius

	ad51
	12.41
	· When Britannicus insults Nero, Agrippina complains to Claudius and gets Britannicus’s tutors removed.

	
	12.42
	· Agrippina secures the appointment of Burrus as Praetorian Prefect.
· She is allowed to ride in the priests’ carpentum.

· She defends Vitellius; his accuser (Junius Lupus) is condemned as an outlaw.

	ad53
	12.56
	· Agrippina attended the draining of the Fucine Lake in a cloak of gold

	
	12.57
	· Agrippina accused Narcissus of embezzlement

	
	12.59
	· Agrippina has Tarquinius accuse Taurus of extortion and magic so she can take his gardens; he commits suicide.
· Agrippina is unable to prevent the Senate expelling Tarquinius. 

	ad54
	12.64-65
	· Agrippina is alarmed when a drunken Claudius threatens to punish her.
· She clashes with Domitia Lepida for the affection of Nero; Lepida is accused of magic and have too little control of her slaves and sentenced to death.

· Narcissus begins openly to oppose Agrippina and to support Britannicus; he openly accuses Agrippina of being Pallas’s lover.

	
	12.65
	· Narcissus becomes ill and leaves Rome

	
	12.66-67
	· Agrippina poisons Claudius

	
	12.68
	· Agrippina takes control of the palace, arranging Nero’s accession.


Suetonius
	nd.
	26
	· Claudius thinks of marrying others, but chooses Agrippina, who kisses him and pleases him in whatever way she can.  
· Claudius marries Agrippina ‘for the good of the state.

· They attend another wedding of an uncle and niece.

	
	29
	· Claudius is completely under the control of his freedmen and wives

	
	43
	· Claudius regrets his marriage to Agrippina and threatens to punish her.

	
	44
	· Agrippina poisons Claudius


Dio
	nd.
	31
	· After a little he married his niece Agrippina.... For she was beautiful and was in the habit of consulting him constantly; and she was much in his company unattended, seeing that he was her uncle, and in fact she was rather more familiar in her conduct toward him than became a niece

	
	32
	· As soon as Agrippina had come to live in the palace she gained complete control over Claudius … Indeed, partly by fear and partly by favours, she won the devotion of all those who were at all friendly toward him.
· She made Domitius the son-in‑law of Claudius at this time and later brought about his adoption also. 

· She accomplished these ends partly by getting the freedmen to persuade Claudius and partly by arranging beforehand that the senate, the populace, and the soldiers would join together in shouting their approval of her demands on every occasion.

· Agrippina was training her son for the throne and was entrusting his education to Seneca. She was amassing untold wealth for him … and murdering many. 
· She slew Lollia Paulina because she had been the wife of Gaius and had cherished some hope of becoming Claudius' wife. As she did not recognize the woman's head when it was brought to her, she opened the mouth with her own hand and inspected the teeth, which had certain peculiarities.

· Britannicus received neither honour nor care. On the contrary, Agrippina removed or even put to death those who were devoted to him…  She would allow him neither to be with his father nor to appear in public, but kept him in a kind of imprisonment.

	
	33
	· Agrippina quickly became a second Messalina, the more so as she obtained from the senate the right to use the carpentum at festivals, and other honours.

· After that Claudius gave Agrippina the title of Augusta.

· Agrippina also banished Calpurnia, one of the most prominent women, — or even put her to death, according to one report, — because Claudius had admired and commended her beauty.

· No one attempted in any way to check Agrippina; indeed, she had more power than Claudius himself and used to greet in public all who desired it, a fact that was entered in the records.

· Agrippina often attended the emperor in public, when he was transacting ordinary business or when he was giving an audience to ambassadors, though she sat upon a separate tribunal.

· Agrippina was leaving no stone unturned in order to make Nero popular with the masses and to cause him to be regarded as the only successor to the imperial power… whereas in the case of Britannicus many did not know even whether he was living, and the rest regarded him as insane and an epileptic; for this was the report that Agrippina gave out.

· Nothing seemed to satisfy Agrippina, though all the privileges that Livia had enjoyed had been bestowed upon her.  But, although she exercised the same power as Claudius, she desired to have his title outright; and once, when a great fire was consuming the city, she accompanied as he lent his assistance.

	
	34
	· Claudius was angered by Agrippina's actions, of which he was now becoming aware...  He would not endure her behaviour, but was preparing to put an end to her power, to cause his son to assume the toga virilis, and to declare him heir to the throne. Agrippina, learning of this, became alarmed and made haste to forestall anything of the sort by poisoning Claudius. 


